
At 1a.m. on Sunday September 2nd 1666 a fire 
broke out at Thomas Farriner’s bakery in Pudding 
Lane, he was the baker for King Charles II. 

The bakers maid forgot to put out the ovens at 
the end of the night. The heat created by the 
ovens caused sparks to ignite the wooden bakery 
building. She tried to escape but couldn’t. 



By Monday 3rd September, the fire had spread very 
quickly. The city was basically made out of wood, all 
of the houses were built from wood. 

Because September isn’t too long after summer, the 
city was very dry. 

Strong winds fanned the flames which made them 
spread even quicker. 



This area was close to the river and there were lots 
of warehouses and shops full of combustible (easily 
set on fire) materials, such as oil, coal, timber, and 
alcohol. 

Once these caught fire a strong wind spread the 
flames into the City. 



People tried to get away from the fire by hiring 
boats. These people could only take the things 
they were able to carry so a lot of their 
belongings were left behind. 



In those times there was no fire brigade so 
people tried to put the fire out with buckets of 
water. It didn’t really do much good because they 
couldn’t carry the water quick enough. 



On Tuesday 4th  September 1666 the fire was so hot 
that St. Paul’s cathedral caught on fire and the lead 
on the roof melted. 



Eventually, after four days the fire ended on 
Wednesday 4th September 1666 because the wind 
changed direction and lots of the houses were 
pulled down to stop it spreading further. 

Luckily not many people died in the fire, only six 
people. But thousands were left homeless, and had 
lost their businesses and much of their belongings. 
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Some good things did happen because of the 
Great Fire of London.

•The fire brigade was set up because of the fire   

And

•New houses were built out of brick instead of 
wood
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The fire lasted for four days and four nights.

Day 1: Sunday 2nd September 1666

A fire broke out in a baker’s kitchen in Pudding Lane. 
The baker’s name was Thomas Farrinor. 

The Mayor thought it was not 
serious. 

People try to save their 
belongings instead of trying to 
put the fire out. 



Monday 3rd September 1666

The fire grew worse due to the strong east 
wind. The Mayor is worried that people will not 
listen to him.

The fire was so fierce people went into 
the river to escape.

The fire swept through London 
because the houses were made out 
of wood and were too close 
together.



Tuesday 4th September 1666

The flames reached as far as the river Thames and the 
River Fleet.

St. Paul’s cathedral caught 
on fire and the lead on the 
roof melted.



Wednesday 5th September 1666

This was the last day of the fire.

The east wind drops which causes the fire to 
slow down. 

The King was seen helping to put out the fire 
by Samuel Pepys. King Charles orders that 
houses be blown up to stop the fire spreading 
further. 



The Great Fire of London 

Why did it happen?

Why did the fire spread so fast?

Why did the fire spread so far?

Why did the fire stay alight for so long?



What did London look like before 

the fire?
• London was a busy city in 

1666. It was very crowded. 

The streets were narrow and 

dusty. The houses were made 

of wood and very close 

together. Inside their homes, 

people used candles for light 

and cooked on open fires.

• A fire could easily get out of 

control. In those days there 

were no fire engines or firemen 

to stop a fire from spreading. 



The Streets

How would you 

describe this street 

scene?



The buildings in London at the time 
were made of wood and had thatched 
roofs so they burnt very easily.



The buildings were also very close 
together, so the fire spread from one 
street to another quickly.



• Watch the Fire Burn . . .

http://www.channel4.com/history/microsites/H/history/fire/
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The Great Fire of London

What is happening here? Why? Where 

else could they go? Why?
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Great Fire of London

What is happening here? 



• In 1666 there was no organised fire brigade. 
Firefighting at the time was very basic and there 
was little skill or knowledge involved. They used 
leather buckets, axes and water squirts which 
had little effect on the fire. 



• Buckets were made from leather as it 

is a strong, water-tight and durable 

material. Metal rivets to hold it 

together. This bucket has a rope 

handle. These buckets only held a 

small amount of water and were 

passed along lines of people to throw 

water onto the fire. 

• A squirt works like a syringe. The 

person using it would have placed 

the tapered end into a source of 

water, and sucked water inside by 

pulling out the top handle slowly. 

The water would then be ‘squirted’ 

out, pushing the water through the 

cylinder and on to the fire. It was 

able to pump water quite high, up to 

the height of a first floor window. 



• Used to help tear down 

buildings to stop fires 

from spreading. 

• What a fire engine might 

have looked like.

greatfireequipment.flp
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After the fire a fire service was set up 
in London to make sure that it did 
not happen again.



The Great Fire of London

Why did the fire spread so fast?

Why did the fire spread so far?

Why did the fire stay alight for so long?

Fire Sorter

http://www.northwood.org.uk/Stuarts/Fire of London/activity_1.html
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There are many reasons why the fire spread so 
quickly.

The buildings were mostly made of wood.

The buildings were very close together.

A strong wind blew the flames to other houses.

There had been no rain, so London was very dry.

There were only a few fire engine carts.

The water squirters were too weak to quench the flames.

They couldn’t carry water fast enough to put the fire out.



Lesson 4

How do we know what happened in the

Great Fire? 

What is an eyewitness?

How can an eyewitness help us to know 
what happened in the past?



• Panicking citizens seek to save their possessions as the flames sweep towards 
them,

• 2–6 September 1666        [picture by unnamed artist in The Mirror, 5 October 1840]

What does this eyewitness see?



We know about the Great 
Fire through the diary of a 
man called Samuel Pepys.

What is a diary? 

Is a diary fact or fiction? 
What sort of information 
do people keep in diaries.

Why might diaries from the 
past be useful to us today?



2nd September 1666

So I made myself ready presently, and walked to the 
Tower…and there I did see the houses at the end of the bridge 
all on fire.

So down [I went], with my heart full of trouble, to the 
Lieutenant of the Tower, who tells me that it began this morning 
in the King's baker's house in Pudding Lane, and that it hath 
burned St. Magnus's Church and most part of Fish Street 
already. So I rode down to the waterside…



Everybody is trying to move their goods or fling them 
into the river or bring them onto boats. Poor people 
stay in their houses until the fire touches them. Then 
they run into the boats.

I saw the fire rage every way, and nobody trying to 
quench it, but instead trying to save their goods. The 
wind mighty high.

What do the diary's extracts tell us about 
the Great Fire?



Lesson 5

How did the fire change London?

What do you remember about the Great 
fire of London?
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The Great Fire changed London dramatically. London before 
the fire was not a very nice place to be. The houses were all 
crowed together and made of wood which burned easily. 

After the fire, thousands of people were made homeless. New 
houses were built using bricks and stones. The streets were 
widened. Streets were built with ‘fire breaks’ - a big space 
between sets of houses so if another fire happened the flames 
wouldn’t be able to jump across to other houses.

Lots of important buildings had been destroyed in the fire. 
Wren, an architect designed many new important buildings and 
he also designed St Paul’s Cathedral. 



St Paul’s Cathedral

Lets have a look at how London has changed.

http://www.bbc.co.uk/history/interactive/animations/great_fire/index.shtml
http://www.bbc.co.uk/history/interactive/animations/great_fire/index.shtml


Outside Monument Station on the 
Underground, you will see a huge tower – a 
monument.

It is the tallest column in the world at 
202feet. The height of the column is the 
same distance from the base to the baker’s 
house where the fire started, in Pudding 
Lane. 



Imagine you are King Charles II
How would you stop the fire 

from happening again?

• What could make the new houses safer? 

• What can be done to make the streets 
cleaner? 

• What could they do to make the streets 
wider?



• brick or stone houses

• more fire buckets

• more fire hooks

• fire engines

• clean streets

• street cleaners

• wider streets



Lesson 6

Writing a newspaper article



The London Gazette
1666: Houses demolished as London burns

A serious fire has taken hold in the City of London, just north of the River Thames. The blaze is thought
to have started at about 0200 in the Pudding Lane house of the King's baker, Thomas
Farynor and is now spreading rapidly through the narrow streets and wooden buildings of the City. Mr
Farynor was woken by a workman who smelled smoke. His family fled, but a maid who worked in the house is
believed to be one of the fire's first casualties. City residents have resorted to pulling down buildings in an
attempt to stop the flames, which are being fanned by a strong east wind.

The Mayor of London, Sir Thomas Bloodworth, was said to be initially unconcerned when woken with news of
the fire during the night. But within hours of the alarm being raised, the smoke could be seen as far away as
Oxford and many Londoners began frantically loading possessions into boats on the Thames before fleeing the
danger area.

By 0600 London Bridge was burning and it was only a small gap between two of the structure's buildings,
acting as a firebreak, which prevented the fire spreading south of the river to Southwark. King Charles II
commanded Sir Thomas to pull down as many houses as was necessary to contain the flames after being warned of
the fire's seriousness by Secretary of the Admiralty Samuel Pepys. But Sir Thomas told Mr Pepys the
situation was close to hopeless in a city tinder dry following months of drought. "I have been pulling down houses –
but the fire overtakes us faster than we can do it," he said. The flames have so far claimed 300 houses and are now
threatening to engulf St Paul's Cathedral.



The London Gazette
Fire in London

"I am here live in Pudding Lane where the tragic blaze is
thought to have started.

I understand that the fire actually started in the baker's house,
just down the road from where I am now.

As I'm standing here I can see many people frantically loading
their possessions on boats on the Thames in an attempt to flee the
awful fire. The fire can be seen as far away as Oxford.

http://video.google.co.uk/videosearch?q=the+great+fire+of+london+reports&hl=en&emb=1&aq=-1&oq=
http://video.google.co.uk/videosearch?q=the+great+fire+of+london+reports&hl=en&emb=1&aq=-1&oq=


Writing a newspaper article

Success Criteria

• Who

• Where

• When

• Why

• What

• Capital letters and full stops.



Word Bank

• eyewitness diary  Samuel Pepys boats 
churches  King Charles II

• fire fighting leather  bucket hook  water 
houses  narrow wood  big booms 

• flaming  smoky raging  warm dangerous 
blazing hot  scorching boiling  roasting

• glowing  yellow orange  red  crackling 
popping

• then  after before  when because

Success Criteria

• Who

• Where

• When

• Why

• What

• Capital letters and full stops.





Question 1



When was the Great Fire 

of London?

A 1660

B 1566

C 1666

D 1766



When was the Great Fire 

of London?

A 1660

B 1566

C 1666

D 1766



£100



Question 2



Where did the fire start?

A In a bookshop

B In a clothes shop

C In a sweet shop

D In a bakers shop



Where did the fire start?

A In a bookshop

B In a clothes shop

C In a sweet shop

D In a bakers shop



£200



Question 3



How did the fire start?

A By burning wood

B With a cigarette

C By playing with fire

D Left the cooker on



How did the fire start?

A By burning wood

B With a cigarette

C By playing with fire

D Left the cooker on



£500



Question 4



How long did the fire 

burn for?

A 3 days

B 5 days

C 7 days

D 9 days



How long did the fire 

burn for?

A 3 days

B 5 days

C 7 days

D 9 days



£1000



Question 5



Why did the fire spread?

A Houses were small

B Houses were made of bricks

C Houses were made of wood

D Houses were made of stone



Why did the fire spread?

A Houses were small

B Houses were made of bricks

C Houses were made of wood

D Houses were made of stone



£2,000



Question 6



Why did the fire stop?

A The wind died down.

B All the houses were burnt.

C The water put out the fire.

D The rain put out the fire.



Why did the fire stop?

A The wind died down.

B All the houses were burnt.

C The water put out the fire.

D The rain put out the fire.



£4,000



Question 7



When the fire started 

people escaped to the…

A Forests

B Farms

C Churches

D Shops



When the fire started 

people escaped to the…

A Forests

B Farms

C Churches

D Shops



£8,000



Question 8



People escaped to the 

churches because…

A it was very hot.

B it was raining.

C churches were made of stone.

D churches were made of wood.



People escaped to the 

churches because…

A it was very hot.

B it was raining.

C churches were made of stone.

D churches were made of wood.



£16,000



Question 9



How many people died 

in the fire?

A 6

B 16

C 60

D 66



How many people died 

in the fire?

A 6

B 16

C 60

D 66



£32,000



Question 10



After the fire what did 

people decide to rebuild 

their houses with?

A Wood

B Bricks and stone

C Straw

D Glass



After the fire what did 

people decide to rebuild 

their houses with?

A Wood

B Bricks and stone

C Straw

D Glass



£64,000



Question 11



How do we know about 

the fire?

A People saw it in a movie.

B People saw it in their dreams.

C People saw it in a cartoon.

D People saw it & wrote about it.



How do we know about 

the fire?

A People saw it in a movie.

B People saw it in their dreams.

C People saw it in a cartoon.

D People saw it & wrote about it.



£125,000



Question 12



Who was Samuel Pepys?

A Singer

B Actor

C Eyewitness

D Shop keeper



Who was Samuel Pepys?

A Singer

B Actor

C Eyewitness

D Shop keeper



£250,000



Question 13



What did Samuel Pepys 

write?

A Diary

B Story

C Letter

D Poem



What did Samuel Pepys 

write?

A Diary

B Story

C Letter

D Poem



£1,000,000


