
Jane Seymour was Henry VIII’s third wife and  
Queen of England from 1536 to 1537.

Early Life
Jane was the daughter of Sir John Seymour and his wife, Margery. Her date 
of birth was around 1508 but is not known exactly. Jane had two brothers, 
Thomas and Edward, and they grew up together at Wolfhall in Wiltshire. 

Life at Court
In 1532, Jane came to court as 
a maid of honour for Catherine 
of Aragon. Later, she served as 
a lady for Anne Boleyn. Jane 
was often praised for her gentle 
and peaceful nature, which 
contrasted Anne’s lively nature. 

In 1535, Henry VIII stopped at the Seymours’ house 
during his royal progress. It was here that he is reported 
to have begun courting Jane.  The Seymour family were 
soon moved into royal apartments close to the king so 
they could continue their courtship.

Henry and Jane became engaged to be married 
on 20th May 1536 - the day after Anne Boleyn’s 
execution. They were married at the Palace of 
Whitehall in London on 30th May 1536. 

Queen of England
On 4th June 1536, Jane was officially proclaimed 
Queen of England although because of a 
plague outbreak in London, she didn’t have 
a coronation. She was admired as a kind 
and caring queen. She managed to reunite 
Henry’s eldest daughter, Mary, with her 
father although she was still not in the line 
of succession. 

Jane Seymour

Jane was not highly 
educated but excelled at 
needlework and household 

management, both 
desirable skills for a 
wife in Tudor times.
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Jane very rarely gave her opinion 
on political matters, with one or 
two exceptions that annoyed Henry, 
leading him to remind her what 
had happened to his last wife after 
‘meddling in his affairs’.

In January 1537, Jane fell pregnant. 
She made sure to live a quiet life 
during this time and did not perform 
any public engagements. 

On 12th October 1537, Jane had her 
child, a son named Edward, who 
would go on to become king after his 
father. The birth was long and difficult 
and caused complications meaning 
Jane became seriously ill. Less than 
two weeks later, on 24th October, Jane 
died aged 28. Historians today think 
her death was probably caused by an 
infection.

Jane was buried on 12th November 
1537 in St George’s Chapel at Windsor 
Castle. She was the only one of Henry’s 
wives to receive a queen’s funeral. 

Henry was devastated by the loss of 
Jane. He wore black for 3 months 
after her death, put on weight and 
developed illnesses such as diabetes 
and gout (swollen joints).

Legacy
In giving Henry the son he wanted, 
Jane ensured the succession of the 
Tudor line. When Henry died in 
1547, his wish was to be buried next 
to his ‘true wife’, Jane. Their son, 
Edward, was crowned King Edward 
VI after the death of Henry at the 
age of nine.

Jane Seymour
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Questions
1. What was the name of the house Jane grew up in? 

  

2. What was the name of Jane’s mother? Tick one.

   Anne
   Catherine
   Margery
   Mary

3. What two skills did Jane possess that were desirable skills for a wife in Tudor times?

•   

•    

4. Who did Jane serve at court as maid of honour? 

 

5. What was the name of Jane and Henry’s son? Tick one. 

   Thomas
   Edward
   Henry
   John

6. The text says that historians today think Jane’s death was caused by an infection. Why do 
you think this was not thought to be the reason until recently? 

 

 

 

7. Why do you think Henry thought of Jane as his ‘true wife’? 

 

 

 

Jane Seymour
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8. Why do you think Henry warned Jane against ‘meddling in his affairs’? 

 

 

 

Jane Seymour

visit twinkl.comPage 2 of 2

https://www.twinkl.co.uk/resources/ks2-history-of-britain/ks2-history-british-history-beyond-1066/ks2-tudors


Answers
1. What was the name of the house Jane grew up in? 

 Wolfhall

2. What was the name of Jane’s mother? Tick one.

   Anne
   Catherine
   Margery
   Mary

3. What two skills did Jane possess that were desirable skills for a wife in Tudor times?

•  Needlework

• Household management  

4. Who did Jane serve at court as maid of honour? 

Catherine of Aragon 

5. What was the name of Jane and Henry’s son? Tick one. 

   Thomas
   Edward
   Henry
   John

6. The text says that historians today think Jane’s death was caused by an infection. Why do 
you think this was not thought to be the reason until recently? 

Pupil’s own response, such as: I think historians only thought Jane died of an infection 
recently because we have a much better understanding of hygiene and infections today 
than they did in Tudor times. Modern hospitals are clean to try to prevent infection but 
this was not the case when Jane gave birth.

7. Why do you think Henry thought of Jane as his ‘true wife’? 

Pupil’s own response, such as: I think Henry thought of Jane as his true wife as she gave 
him the son he had wanted for many years. He had also executed and divorced other 
wives, Jane being the only one that had died while married to him, which meant that 
he had not lost his patience with her and still loved her at the time of her death.

Jane Seymour
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8. Why do you think Henry warned Jane against ‘meddling in his affairs’? 

Pupil’s own response, such as: I think Henry warned Jane against meddling in his 
affairs as he had a bad temper and Jane giving her opinion on his matters infuriated 
him. I think he didn’t want to fall out of love with her as he had done with Anne and 
have her end up in the same situation.

Jane Seymour
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Jane Seymour is remembered as Henry VIII’s third wife and Queen of 
England from 1536 to 1537. In her short time as queen, she managed 
to have a significant impact on the Tudor line of monarchs.

Early Life
Jane was the daughter of Sir John Seymour and his wife, Margery. Her date 
of birth was around 1508 but is not known exactly. Jane had two brothers, 
Thomas and Edward, and they grew up together at Wolfhall, Wiltshire. 

Life at Court
Jane was offered a position at 
court as Catherine of Aragon’s 
maid of honour in 1532 and 
continued to serve as maid of 
honour under Anne Boleyn. Jane 
was often praised for her gentle 
and peaceful nature, which 
contrasted Anne’s feisty nature. 

In 1535, Henry VIII stopped at Wolfhall during his royal 
progress. It was here that he is reported to have begun 
courting Jane. The Seymour family were soon moved into 
royal apartments close to the king so they could continue 
their courtship.

Henry and Jane became engaged to be married on 20th 
May 1536 - the day after Anne Boleyn’s execution. 
They were married at the Palace of Whitehall in 
London on 30th May 1536. 

Queen of England
On 4th June 1536, Jane was officially proclaimed 
Queen of England although because of a plague 
outbreak in London, she didn’t have a coronation. 

Jane was admired by most as a kind and 
compassionate queen. 

Jane Seymour

Jane was not highly educated 
but excelled at needlework, 
her work in which was said 

to be very beautiful. 
She was also skilled in 
household management. 

Both of these were skills which were 
desirable in a wife during Tudor times.
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Jane very rarely gave her opinion on 
political matters, except for showing 
sympathy for those who rose up in 
protest against the Reformation in the 
Pilgrimage of Grace. She asked Henry to 
pardon those involved which he rejected, 
reminding her of the fate of his previous 
wife after ‘meddling in his affairs’.

During her reign, Jane became close to 
Henry’s eldest daughter Mary, managing 
to reunite her with Henry and the two 
began to mend their relationship. 

In January 1537, Jane fell pregnant. 
She made sure to live a quiet life 
during this time and did not perform 
any public engagements.

On 12th October 1537, Jane had her 
child, a son named Edward, who would 
go on to become king after his father. 

The birth was long and difficult and 
caused complications meaning Jane 
became seriously ill. Less than two 
weeks later, on 24th October, Jane died 
aged 28. Modern historians believe that 
Jane’s death may have been caused by 
an infection caught during childbirth 
as the importance of hygiene was not 
well understood at the time.

Jane was buried on 12th November 
1537 in St George’s Chapel at Windsor 
Castle. She was the only one of Henry’s 
wives to receive a queen’s funeral. 

Henry was devastated by the loss of 
Jane. He wore black for 3 months after 
her death and his health began to 
suffer; he put on weight and developed 
illnesses such as diabetes and gout 
(swollen joints).

Legacy
In giving Henry the son he wanted, Jane ensured the 
succession of the Tudor line. She also paved the way for 
Mary to be restored to the line of succession by repairing 
her relationship with her father, leading to her restoration 
in line to the throne in 1544 along with her half-sister, 
Elizabeth, as future Queens of England. 

When Henry died in 1547, his wish was to be buried next to 
his ‘true wife’, Jane. Many historians argue that this shows 
that, despite marrying a further three times after her death, 
Jane remained his favourite wife, most likely because she 
gave him his male heir. Their son, Edward, was crowned 
King Edward VI after the death of Henry at the age of nine, 
ruling for 6 years before dying at the age of fifteen.

Jane Seymour
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Questions
1. What was the name of Jane’s father? Tick one.

   Henry
   Thomas
   John
   Edward

2. Fill in the missing words.

 In 1535, Henry VIII stopped at                                     during his royal                              .

 It is here that he is                                  to have begun                                    Jane.

3. Name two people Jane served as a maid of honour.

•  

•  

4. When were Henry and Jane married? 

 

5. Tick to show whether each statement is true or false. 

True False

Jane’s brothers were called Thomas and Edward.

Jane and Henry were engaged the day before Anne Boleyn’s execution.

Jane died less than two weeks after having her son, Edward.

Henry referred to Jane as his ‘only wife’.

6. The text says that historians today think Jane’s death was caused by an infection. Why do 
you think this was not thought to be the reason until recently? 

 

 

 

Jane Seymour
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7. Why do you think Henry thought of Jane as his ‘true wife’? 

 

 

 

8. Why do you think Henry warned Jane against ‘meddling in his affairs’?

 

 

 

9. At the start of the text, it says that Jane had a significant impact on the Tudor line of 
monarchs. In what way did she do this?

 

 

 

Jane Seymour
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Answers
1. What was the name of Jane’s father? Tick one.

   Henry
   Thomas
   John
   Edward

2. Fill in the missing words.

In 1535, Henry VIII stopped at Wolfhall during his royal progress. It is here that he is                                 
reported to have begun courting Jane.

3. Name two people Jane served as a maid of honour.

• Catherine of Aragon 

• Anne Boelyn 

4. When were Henry and Jane married? 

30th May 1536

5. Tick to show whether each statement is true or false. 

True False

Jane’s brothers were called Thomas and Edward. 

Jane and Henry were engaged the day before Anne Boleyn’s execution. 

Jane died less than two weeks after having her son, Edward. 

Henry referred to Jane as his ‘only wife’. 

6. The text says that historians today think Jane’s death was caused by an infection. Why do 
you think this was not thought to be the reason until recently? 

Pupil’s own response, such as: I think historians only thought Jane died of an infection 
recently because we have a much better understanding of hygiene and infections today 
than they did in Tudor times. Modern hospitals are clean to try to prevent infection but 
this was not the case when Jane gave birth.

Jane Seymour
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7. Why do you think Henry thought of Jane as his ‘true wife’? 

Pupil’s own response, such as: I think Henry thought of Jane as his true wife as she gave 
him the son he had wanted for many years. He had also executed and divorced other 
wives, Jane being the only one that had died while married to him, which meant that 

he had not lost his patience with her and still loved her at the time of her death.

8. Why do you think Henry warned Jane against ‘meddling in his affairs’?

Pupil’s own response, such as: I think Henry warned Jane against meddling in his 
affairs as he had a bad temper and Jane giving her opinion on his matters infuriated 
him. I think he didn’t want to fall out of love with her as he had done with Anne and 
have her end up in the same situation.

9. At the start of the text, it says that Jane had a significant impact on the Tudor line of 
monarchs. In what way did she do this?

Accept answers referring to her son being the next King of England as well as helping to 
repair the relationship between Henry and his eldest daughter, Mary, who would later 
be restored to the line of succession and become queen.

Jane Seymour
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Jane Seymour is remembered as Henry VIII’s third wife and Queen of 
England from 1536 to 1537. In her short time as queen, she managed 
to have a significant impact on the Tudor line of monarchs.

Early Life
Jane was the daughter of Sir John Seymour and his wife, Margery. Her date 
of birth was around 1508 but is not known exactly. Jane had two brothers, 
Thomas and Edward, and they grew up together at Wolfhall, Wiltshire. 

Life at Court
Jane was offered a position at court 
as Catherine of Aragon’s maid of 
honour in 1532 and continued 
to serve as maid of honour under 
Anne Boleyn. Jane was often 
praised for her gentle and peaceful 
nature, which was a stark contrast 
to Anne’s feisty nature. 

In 1535, Henry VIII stopped at Wolfhall during his royal 
progress. It was here that he is reported to have begun 
courting Jane and began plotting to have her replace 
his current wife, Anne.  Jane and her family were soon 
moved into royal apartments close to the king to 
continue their courtship.

On May 19th 1536, Anne Boleyn was executed for 
treason and the following day, Henry and Jane 
became engaged to be married. They were married at 
the Palace of Whitehall in London on 30th May 1536. 

Queen of England
On 4th June 1536, Jane was officially proclaimed 
Queen of England although because of a plague 
outbreak in London, she didn’t have a coronation. 
It was rumoured that Henry was reluctant for 
Jane to have a coronation until she had given 
him his long sought after male heir.

Jane Seymour

Jane was not highly educated 
but excelled at needlework, 

her work in which was 
said to be beautiful and 
very elaborate. She was 

also reportedly skilled at household 
management. These skills were very 
desirable in a wife during Tudor times.
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Jane was admired by most as a 
kind and compassionate queen. 
She very rarely gave her opinion on 
political matters, except for showing 
sympathy for those who rose up in 
protest against the Reformation in 
the Pilgrimage of Grace. Jane asked 
Henry to pardon those involved which 
he rejected, reminding her of the fate 
of his previous wife after ‘meddling in 
his affairs’.

During her reign, Jane became close 
to Henry’s eldest daughter Mary. She 
was determined to have Mary returned 
to the line of succession to be in line 
to the throne and, although she didn’t 
manage this, she managed to reconcile 
Mary and Henry and the two began to 
mend their relationship.

In January 1537, Jane fell pregnant. 
She made sure to live a quiet life during 
this time and did not perform any 
public engagements. It was reported 
that Jane had cravings for quail 
during her pregnancy, which Henry 
had delivered to her from France. 

On 12th October 1537, Jane had her 
child, a son named Edward, who 
would go on to become king after his 
father. The birth was long and difficult 
and caused complications meaning 
Jane became seriously ill. Less than 
two weeks later, on 24th October, 
Jane died aged 28. Modern historians 
believe that Jane’s death may have 
been caused by an infection caught 
during childbirth as the importance 
of hygiene was not well understood at 
the time.

Jane was buried on 12th November 
1537 in St George’s Chapel at Windsor 
Castle. She was the only one of  
Henry’s wives to receive a queen’s 
funeral. Mary, her stepdaughter, acted 
as chief mourner and 29 mourners 
followed her, each one representing a 
year of Jane’s life. 

Henry was devastated by the loss of 
Jane. He wore black for 3 months after 
her death and his health began to 
suffer; he put on weight and developed 
illnesses such as diabetes and gout 
(swollen joints).

Jane Seymour
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Legacy
In giving Henry the son he so 
desperately wanted, Jane ensured 
the succession of the Tudor line. She 
also paved the way for Mary to be 
restored to the line of succession by 
repairing her relationship with her 
father, leading to her restoration in 
line to the throne in 1544 along with 
her half-sister, Elizabeth, as future 
Queens of England.

When Henry died in 1547, his wish 
was to be buried next to his ‘true wife’, 
Jane. Many historians argue that 
this shows that, despite marrying a 
further three times after her death, 
Jane remained his favourite wife, 
most likely because she gave him his 
male heir. Their son, Edward, was 
crowned King Edward VI after the 
death of Henry at the age of nine, 
ruling for 6 years before dying of 
tuberculosis at the age of fifteen.

Jane Seymour
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Questions
1. Where did Jane grow up? Tick one.

   Wolfhall, Wiltshire
   Palace of Whitehall
   Windsor Castle
   Buckingham Palace

2. What two skills did Jane possess that were desirable skills for a wife in Tudor times?

•   

•    

3. Look at the paragraph called Life at Court.

What do you notice about the day Henry and Jane got engaged? What does this tell you 
about Henry?

 

 

4. What were the people who rose up in the Pilgrimage of Grace protesting against? 

 

5. ‘In giving Henry the son he wanted, Jane ensured the succession of the Tudor line.’  
Which of these is closest to the meaning of ensured?

   saved
   guaranteed
   ruined
   controlled

6. The text says that historians today think Jane’s death was caused by an infection. Why do 

you think this was not thought to be the reason until recently? 

 

 

 

Jane Seymour
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7. Why do you think Henry thought of Jane as his ‘true wife’? 

 

 

 

8. Why do you think Henry warned Jane against ‘meddling in his affairs’?

 

 

 

9. At the start of the text, it says that Jane had a significant impact on the Tudor line of 
monarchs. In what way did she do this?

 

 

 

10. Given Henry’s past marriages ended in one divorce and one execution, how do you think 
Jane felt about marrying him?

 

 

 

Jane Seymour
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Answers
1. Where did Jane grow up? Tick one.

   Wolfhall, Wiltshire
   Palace of Whitehall
   Windsor Castle
   Buckingham Palace

2. What two skills did Jane possess that were desirable skills for a wife in Tudor times?

•  Needlework 

•  Household management  

3. Look at the paragraph called Life at Court.

What do you notice about the day Henry and Jane got engaged? What does this tell you 
about Henry?

Jane and Henry were engaged the day after Anne’s execution, showing that Henry 

wasn’t upset about her death and wanted to move on. 

4. What were the people who rose up in the Pilgrimage of Grace protesting against? 

The people who rose up in the Pilgrimage of Grace were protesting against the Reformation.

5. ‘In giving Henry the son he wanted, Jane ensured the succession of the Tudor line.’  
Which of these is closest to the meaning of ensured?

   saved
   guaranteed
   ruined
   controlled

6. The text says that historians today think Jane’s death was caused by an infection. Why do 

you think this was not thought to be the reason until recently? 

Pupil’s own response, such as: I think historians only thought Jane died of an infection 
recently because we have a much better understanding of hygiene and infections today 
than they did in Tudor times. Modern hospitals are clean to try to prevent infection but 
this was not the case when Jane gave birth.

Jane Seymour
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7. Why do you think Henry thought of Jane as his ‘true wife’? 

Pupil’s own response, such as: I think Henry thought of Jane as his true wife as she gave 
him the son he had wanted for many years. He had also executed and divorced other 
wives, Jane being the only one that had died while married to him, which meant that 
he had not lost his patience with her and still loved her at the time of her death. 

8. Why do you think Henry warned Jane against ‘meddling in his affairs’? 

Pupil’s own response, such as: I think Henry warned Jane against meddling in his 
affairs as he had a bad temper and Jane giving her opinion on his matters infuriated 
him. I think he didn’t want to fall out of love with her as he had done with Anne and 
have her end up in the same situation.

9. At the start of the text, it says that Jane had a significant impact on the Tudor line of 
monarchs. In what way did she do this? 

Accept answers referring to her son being the next King of England as well as helping to 
repair the relationship between Henry and his eldest daughter, Mary, who would later 
be restored to the line of succession and become queen.

10. Given Henry’s past marriages ended in one divorce and one execution, how do you think 
Jane felt about marrying him?

Pupil’s own response, such as: I think Jane would have been nervous marrying Henry 
as he was known to have a bad temper and had executed one wife, worrying that she 
may anger him in some way and suffer the same fate. She was also going to be Queen 
of England which may also have made her anxious.

Jane Seymour
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